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From the chair:
Happy New Year to you all, here’s hoping that the New Year
will bring with it something of a return to life as we used to
know it.
I am encouraged that so many groups are up and running or
are planning a restart in the next couple of months and before people start shouting at me, I do know that some
groups, like the Windmill Theatre in London, “never
closed”. Thank you to all involved.
Already looming on the horizon is the AGM. Some of you
have expressed an interest in being more involved and here
is your opportunity to come as a guest to committee
meetings to see how BRu3a actually works. There will be
vacancies on the committee which we MUST fill and this will
provide a chance to “see what it is all about” before making
a decision.
We simply cannot operate without a full complement of
committee members so do give this some serious thought
please. Even more importantly some would argue is the impending need for someone to take on the coffee rota organisation or we go without. We are, of course, as always looking for new groups and group leaders.
You will have seen in the bulletin everything that is going on
in the groups and by way of trips to Somerset and the Normandy beaches, places on both these trips are currently still
available. Our monthly meetings will resume on the 27 January and we have a very full and diverse programme this
year so I hope to see you there at least once during the year.
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As yet unplanned will be the Bru3a celebrations for the 40th
anniversary of the national u3a. There is also the question
of whether we want to “do something” for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebrations, any excuse for a party!! Details will be publicised in the bulletin as and when, but if
you would like to be involved in the planning for either one
or the other or both, do let me know. I promise it will not
involve a lot of sandwich and tea making!
My email address is lesgrionettes@yahoo.co.uk or publicised in the bulletin and anyone who would like to be involved in the you can get me on 07753 662627, DON’T use
the landline number, if you want to know more about any
of the above or to offer help in any of the areas described.
Iain Palôt

CyclingGroup
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Climate Change Group
The climate change group had its final meeting last month,
having all shared research into a number of different aspects
of climate change and presented our findings to the rest of
the group for discussion.
Having wound up we jointly prepared a presentation for the
Science and Technology Group, trying to embody as much as
we could of what we’d covered. But still focusing on what
can be done by governments, NGOs and commercial organisations, plus, more importantly, what we can be done by us
as individuals.
We started our presentation with a geological perspective
from Mike Callow, looking at previous large variations in
global temperature and their causes, but what they all had in
common was a large variation in carbon dioxide levels in the
atmosphere. The difference between them and the current
situation being the speed at which this change is occurring –
which is what points to it being, in large part if not completely, due to human actions. We went from that to look at
what’s happening in various sectors and where the problems
lie. Then in more detail at each sector, such as energy production and use, manufacturing, building, food production
and the natural world.
A lot of information was covered but the presenters were all
pleased that the audience were very appreciative, a number
of people have fed back to us how much they enjoyed it and
found it interesting, indeed one person said she was buzzing
from the session.
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We’re now planning a reshaped, shorter version for the
first coffee morning of 2022, which will also be able to include the outcome of COP26. I’m also hoping to see many
of you there!
Julie Cruickshank

Camera Club
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Supper Club enjoying a great meal at Restaurant 64 in Chichester College
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The Bognor Regis u3a Mystery Tour.
The Mystery Tour turned out to be Worcestershire and Herefordshire. This is a photo of our lovely hotel in Malvern,
reached via a visit to Gloucester Docks and was our base for
the Tour. During our stay in Malvern a few of us ventured to
the famous Unicorn Pub, (for culture purposes only), where
CS Lewis and JRR Tolkien were purported to meet. We had a
guided tour of the Black and White villages of which this area is famous. A great respect for the coach driver as some of
the narrow roads in these villages had us holding our breath,
the buildings were so close. Medieval cottages, alongside
Tudor town houses and in the larger cities, side by side with
Georgian architecture. We also had a trip to Tewkesbury and
Cheltenham, from which Bognor Regis bought its bandstand.
Another highlight of the trip was to Hereford Cathedral
which houses not only the Mappa Mundi, fascinating in its
concept, but also two Chained Libraries highlighting how important books were in medieval times.
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